
 

 

 

 

Our very own current issue 

of the Red Bull HMVA Newsletter. 

from our very own Board members, here it is, troops. 

It's a bit shorter than normal--but fairly large. 

It also has two unique features. One click on the photos to see full 

size, and the other?  You'll just have to find it.  And then see what 

happens after our Board meetings with the things that get created 

there. 

We are taking a new path, with multiple editors putting out issues, 

so the look may vary but our goal of communicating MV news and 

info to our members will stay the same  The Board would like to 

introduce you to our Secretary Lee Larson. 

Lee will start off our first of many to come, News from the Top.  

Look for one from the Group President and the Events Coordinator 

to follow.  So, now that you know, thanks guys, for reading. The 

next one March, 2017. 

Red Bull HMVA February Newsletter 

By Lee Larson, Association Secretary 

 

 



Hello fellow Military Vehicle Enthusiast’s!  A newsletter, yes it’s 

true!  We are trying a new attempt at this; I volunteered to give my 

rendition of a simpler, less bling, what’s going on newsletter.  

First off, who is this Lee guy?  A Military Vehicle Enthusiast who 

every now and again has a “Axe to Grind.”  I thought maybe you 

too are looking for a platform to share MV ideas and that is how this 

Newsletter idea was born.  Look for one from the Group President 

and the Events Coordinator to follow.  So, now that you know, 

Hello, I am Lee! 

 

The one in the hat with my  
friend Morgan 

Who is this Lee guy!  Lee Larson, I’ve been a member here since 

the beginning, my wife Diana and I are from Harris, MN.  Harris is 

roughly 50 miles north of St. Paul.  I am a heavy equipment 

mechanic and have been one for 32 years.  I have been the 

Secretary for the RBHMVA since 2014.  Perhaps I am not the best 

person for this job, but somebody has to do it, I missed a meeting 

and was voted in.  Secretary is an interesting position, I have 



become much better with the computer because of it.  For the most 

part a computer was an access to the internet for me and I knew 

little of the other side, that has changed! 

Being a Military Vehicle Enthusiast we have several MV’s, most of 

you have seen our 1967 M-715, a true barn find that turned into a 

very dependable driver. 

 

We also have a 44 GPW in 10,000  

pieces, a complete survivor. 

 



1950 M-38, with enough pieces to make 

an M-3 Halftrack, a complete 1953 M-37.  

  

1949 CJ2A 

We also have civilian Jeeps, a 1949 CJ2A (it was my dad’s.)  A 

1953 and 54 CJ3B.  

Of the lot, the M-715, CJ2A and the 54 CJ3B run and drive, and we 

use them.  In 2016 the M-715 logged over 2000 miles, attending 

several Red Bull HMVA events; the CJ2A logged over 1500 miles, 

over 500 running the Jeep trails in the Black Hills of South Dakota, 

that I enjoy every June.  It’s also been to Colorado twice to the 

Colorado Flat fender Clubs Fall Colors Tour in September 2014-15 

and will return there in August to Ouray, Colorado for a week. The 

rest are slow moving projects. 

 

 

 



 

Flat fender Jeeps on Custer Peak, South Dakota. 

Axe Grinding Time!  rant, whatever one want’s to call it. first off our 

membership hovers around 70-80 members annually, so there is 

plenty of interest here in MV’s and the history that goes with them. 

Of the 70-80, there are around 20 active members that show up at 

meetings, around 10-12 that actually bring a vehicle to an event at 

best, so what’s the problem?  Scared to drive them?  We have 

members that are willing to assist you with that.  Ask. 

I have asked several why they never bring a vehicle, 

1) “they are so slow on the road,” ok leave home a little earlier.  I 

try, most events are in the Twin Cities or on the south side of the 

Twin Cities.  Like Wayne Mincke’s shop, Little Log Cabin, All 

Breeds Jeep Show in Carver, the closest for me is the Red Bull 

appreciation day in North Branch in June that’s 8 miles.  Next would 

be the Militaria show at the MN State fairgrounds, even the Pine 

Patrol in Wheeler, WI is 80 miles.  A little pre planning on a route 

that involves less traffic goes a long way, running 45-50 miles per 



hour gets you there faster than you think, try it sometime you’ll be 

surprised the fun when you meet up with the Group.  I do, why can’t 

you? 

2) “What if I break down,” ok it happens, I carry spare parts like a 

fuel pump, ignition parts, for longer trips a water pump, generator, 

distributor, starter and the tools needed to change these out along 

the road as well as a gallon or two of gas, coolant and a couple 

quarts of oil. I well understand not everyone is able to do this but 

there are other options like AAA or other auto clubs that offer 

towing at an affordable rate with membership.  What do you do 

when your daily driver breaks down on the road?  Most can easily 

tow a Jeep/Dodge or larger MV, they are no larger than most SUV’s 

or pickup trucks.  Situations are easily remedied, annual and 

periodic maintenance is a necessity, nobody gets to enjoy any 

vehicle sitting in a garage or under a blue tarp in the back yard, 

USE IT! 

Another question often asked, “Why weren’t you at the last 

meeting?”  Answer, “Nothing happens at them” Ok that’s not true, a 

necessary evil of an association, sometimes boring, you as a 

member can change that.  Dan Schultz at the last meeting gave an 

event report on the MVPA convention in California he attended last 

fall, very interesting. 

You as a member can do a presentation on your vehicle or the 

restoration process.  Simple, offer tips and tricks used in the 

restoration, this may also motivate other members. It’s your group 

make it great, so it does not slowly wither away. 

If this sounds like something you would like to do, contact a board 

member.  We can make it happen!  We all realize not everyone can 



make an event/meeting all the time, life gets in the way, try and 

make at least one event a year. 

Last year, Lynn McCall became our “Event Coordinator,” perhaps 

you noticed there were MV events most weekends, many had two 

or more to choose from.  Lynn has done an excellent job with this, 

well done Lynn!  

I myself attended the meeting at Wayne Mincke’s shop in South St. 

Paul, Wayne has a very interesting collection to look over as well 

as a nice place to work on his collection, in my opinion this is a 

“Must Attend.” Especially if you like half-tracks and weasels, LOL.  

(See my computer skills kicking in here, Laugh out loud)  Join us 

Wayne’s event coming up this spring look for heads up email. 

The spring Militaria show at the fairgrounds had an above average 

turnout last year on a very nice day, also a MWCA gun show at the 

same time down the street and that makes it a two for one if you 

like guns!  Red Bull appreciation day in North Branch was the last 

Sunday in June, Lynn McCall displayed there, it’s the closest event 

for me but I had returned from South Dakota early that morning and 

I did not display, but stopped by and looked the car show over.  The 

car show has a MV class, some years we have had a good turnout, 

many of us have received trophy’s.  They give out a nice goody bag 

full of coupons and free stuff donated by many auto supply stores. 

The Little Log Cabin Show south of Hastings is another fun event, 

this is 85 miles for me, I did some swapping with Jack Kane there 

and a nice M-101 trailer followed the M-715 home. Much to see at 

the show and a good one to bring your wife/significant other to as 

there is a large flea market and many restored historic buildings to 



check out on site and a beautiful flower garden, something of 

interest to most everyone! 

Pine Patrol in Wheeler WI.  you get to run your MV on forest trails, 

granted it’s not the Black Hills or the Rocky Mountains but a nice 

drive through the Wisconsin woods great fun and you can use FWD 

and low range with no damage, very hilly and beautiful. This event 

Diana and our granddaughter Ava and our house rat dog Sherlock 

went along, it’s around 80 miles from home, we take two lane 

Wisconsin scenic roads and pass through many interesting small 

towns, had a nice breakfast on the way there, a great family day. 

I also attended the All Breeds Jeep show for Epilepsy in Carver, 

nearly 100 miles, several Jeep MV’s were there, plus newer civilian 

models, it was not the most pleasant day as it was cold and even 

snowed a few flakes.  Over 125 registered Jeeps in attendance for 

a good cause. 

Louie Larson and I also attended the Spring Willys Reunion in 

Effingham Illinois in May.  Not a huge amount of green there but I 

did find a few goodies at the swap meet. 

   



Louie Sharing Carburetor Knowledge with Dave Groh 

It’s “Wing It Time,” I’ll cover some Board News.  Last year at this 

time we scheduled a Tuesday evening Board meeting in Anoka at 

the Perkins on hwy. 10, we had much to do as Varner was working 

on our 501 (c)3, Al Hansel had done much of the leg work and 

Varner was able to get everything filed and completed by spring.  

We have our 501(c)3 status back so spread the word to your 

favorite American Legion or VFW in case they need to make a 

donation.  It is best if a 501(c)3 gives to another.  Our Treasure 

John Guerrero will tell you more about it at the next meeting. 

We also were able to get some event issues ironed out, this was a 

great work session and we scheduled another meeting for February 

at the Anoka American Legion. This will be the Boards second 

meeting the first was in January. 

We plan to have 3-4 evening meetings to address the association 

business instead of having a board meeting before a General 

Membership.  We get more done with less distraction, all members 

can attend the General meetings bring a friend. The next one will 

be March 8, 2017 at the Perkins in North Branch.  Details to follow. 

Another Issue, our event insurance from the MVPA.  You MUST 

pre-register for events to be INCLUDED in its coverage AT the 

scheduled EVENT!  Simply showing up you’re on your own! 

You can register the morning before the event, but not after it has 

started.  Most of us are guilty of this, myself included.  Not 

registering for the Event causes problems for Lynn trying to set up if 

no one registers ahead of time.  Then several show up, it makes his 

job much more difficult.  Now the event has no insurance coverage!  



Please, let’s make a better effort this year pre-registering.  The 

topic will be discussed at the next GMM, be there join us!  March, 

details coming.  

Parade Fees are another topic for the next meeting. The Richfield 

4th of July parade last year, there was a surprise $50 parade fee, 2 

registered for the event and 4 vehicles showed up.  (Two were 

covered by MVPA insurance and two not.)  So do we want to pay a 

$50 parade fee for an event?  Yes, but we need to know you are 

coming. 

It is the view of the board to not pay parade fees, we need to team 

up with a VFW/Legion or like organization and let them pay we will 

bring the MV’s.  This topic will be on the agenda at the next 

meeting as well and will be voted on. 

Another issue of importance is that John Guerrero will no longer be 

taking care of the books, so at this point someone needs to step up 

and volunteer to do this job, or we hire it done, John said we can 

hire this done for around $300 yr. $25.00 per month, any volunteers 

out there?  This will also be voted on at the next meeting! 

I hope you as a member found something of interest in my “First-

Ever-Attempt“ newsletter, if not “U” can certainly volunteer to show 

me up, LOL.  I mean it, everyone is welcome to send a newsletter 

in.  Send it to info@redbullhmva.com  Subj:  News Letter.  

Remember to include the photos too. 

I would also like to say hello to our outstate members, we have a 

few upnorth and some from the western side of the state and 

Wisconsin, Iowa, and Illinois.  If anything goes on in your area let 

us know, perhaps we may show up! 



I am open to any comments or ideas for the next one.  This is your 

organization, you make it better! 

Lee Larson 

 

A shot from Pikes Peak, 
great fun with a classic Jeep. 

PS:  Click on this link for a paper copy 
 Larson Lee Red Bull HMVA February Newsletter 2017.pdf 

We are proud to bring you this bit of news and are honored to share it with our members. 
 

Contact:info@redbullhmva.com 
SOURCE:  Lee Larson, didn't know I had so much to say 

Remember click the picture above to see the story 

PS:  The 2017 dues are being collected.  Thank you to those of you that have paid.  Please join or 

re-up we need you. 

visit the web site. 
                                               www.redbullhmva.com <---click here.  
 
Order your very own RBHMVA t-shirt and ask about last years close-out sales. 

eMail your questions to: info@redbullhmva.com Allow 24 hours for a reply. 

 

Dismissed;  tanks.  

http://www.redbullhmva.com/resources/Pictures/News%20Letters/Feb%202017/Larson%20Lee%20Red%20Bull%20HMVA%20February%20Newsletter%202017.pdf
mailto:info@redbullhmva.com
http://www.redbullhmva.com/
mailto:info@redbullhmva.com

